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JACOB HALL. 

(See Quarterly, XXII., pp. 134, 158.) 

Letter from Surgeon Samuel Finley. 

I am my dear Jake, this very 2nd Day of July within twenty 
miles of Williamsburg sitting under a tree, enjoying the refresh- 
ments of cool breezes & comfortable eatables & drinkables after 
the severity of a twenty four hours March (which makes a day 
& a night) thus after taking a comfortable nap & finding my 
Heart at ease, & Captain Trotter about to sett off tomorrow 
morning for the Northward, & myself to sett off in a few hours 
up the Country to a M r Fosters near our Cousins Elisha & John, 
to attend Major Washington; I say after all these considerations 
& inducements, I thought I might as well tell you as any person 
I know in the World, how matters are transacting in this part of 
the creation. 

After being sufficiently reenforced by the junction of the 
Pennsylvania Line, & meriads of Militia, under Generals Morgan, 
Lawson, Campbell & Stevens, the Marquis began a march more 
rapid than I believe he ever retreated, drove the Enemy out of 
Richmond, & so on from Pillar to post untill he drove them into 
Williamsburgh, where they are at this present time of writing, — 
their position there is too strong to venture an attack without 
manifest hazard & as the Militia cannot be altogether so thor- 
oughly relied upon in attacks of that nature, & the continental 
troops too few to achieve any great matters, — There was a skirm- 
ish a few days agoe, between Major McPhersons Corps & 
Simcoes — There were some men killed, wounded & taken on 
both sides, as is usual in like cases — last night, or rather early 
this morning Colonel Tarlton & his Legion were put into a much 
greater hurry than I believe they ever were before — They were 
nearly surrounded by the Brigade commanded by General 
Muhlenburgh, and had it not been for the stupidity of the Guide, 
(who thro' ignorance or inattention led them through a field 
which discovered them), the whole party almost to a man would 
have been killed or taken — I am obliged to break off abruptly, as 
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Major Washington is now in the carriage waiting for me, but 
the next conveyance that offers shall be made use of to inform 
you of every occurrence that transpires, of consequence suffi- 
cient to give you a detail of — 

Compliments to M ra & M r Coale — The good people over the 
river, & all the clever fellows of your acquaintance. 

God bless you 

Sam Finley 

When I romed over the Country I called to see Elisha. The 
Enemy had not done him a farthing of Damage — Mrs. Hall has 
been very unwell, but is getting better — Jack is as fat or rather 
fatter, than ever I saw him — the Dog is making a fortune, — 
let him he deserves one — 

(Addressed) "Doctor Jacob Hall Ju* 

Han'd by Deer Creek 

Cap' Trotter Hartford County 

To be left at Colonel Vanhorns at Bushtown" 



This letter is now in the possession of Mr. Richard Wilmot Hall, of 
New Orleans. Although undated as to the year, it was evidently written 
July 2, 1781. The writer, Sam Finley, was without question Dr. Samuel 
Finley (1748-1801), the son of the Rev. Samuel Finley, President of the 
College of New Jersey (afterwards Princeton College), and his wife Sarah 
Hall, 3 daughter of Joseph Hall, 2 of the Tacony family of Halls. The 
writer was, therefore, a first cousin of Dr. Jacob Hall, president of Cokes- 
bury College, Maryland, to whom the letter is addressed. Dr. Samuel 
Finley was born at Nottingham, Maryland, about 1743 and graduated as 
an A. B. from Princeton 1765. He served in the Revolution in the 
Fourteenth Massachusetts as surgeon from April 10, 1778, and in the 
Seventh Massachusetts from January 1, 1781, to June 1, 1783. He later 
practiced medicine in New York where he died in 1801. "Cousins Elisha 
and John" were Dr. Elisha Hall and Dr. John Hall, sons of Elisha and 
Ruth Hall previously referred to. The events referred to in the letter 
apparently cover the few months preceding the surrender of Cornwallis 
at Yorktown, October 19, 1781. 



